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Staff and students at Jason Wright’s Powhiri at Pouakani Marae
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Tēnā koutou

Well, what a start to the term. The year started with a heart-warming and deeply moving 
powhiri for myself, Marissa Clough and the new students starting at Patea Area School. I 
am very grateful for the support shown to myself and my whānau since beginning and it 
shows the strong sense of community here in Patea. 

We farewelled Jason Wright, the long serving Deputy Principal, who has taken the position 
of Principal at Mangakeno School.  All the staff and a group of students traveled up to his 
powhiri in Mangakino. I know Jason was very appreciative of the support which made the 
12 hours in the bus worth it. The students represented the school with mana and performed 
a rousing haka which I’m pretty sure made Jason tear up.

Besides Jason and myself, Patea Area School has seen staff movement and opportunities 
in several other areas. We are very pleased to welcome Marissa, a first year teacher who 
worked here last year while training. She will be taking one of the year 7/8 classes and has 
already been busy brightening up her class. She brings with her a passion for sport and a 
keen interest in our community of Patea. 

We are also in the process of appointing a teacher for the year 2/3 class. Due to a sudden 
resignation we have had to re-advertise the position. Fortunately, despite the teacher 
shortage, we have had a number of high caliber applicants. In the meantime, we have had 
the wonderful Hannah Packer and the awesome Emily Brooker taking the class until the 
position has been filled.

The start of the year has seen the launch of our Term One inquiry topic 
“He Waka He Tangata”. This topic gives students of all levels the opportunity to 
explore and create learning around their whakapapa, navigation and canoes. 
I think this is such an exciting idea for a unit of work and I cannot wait to see 
what our students come up with.

Students have been participating in the cluster and school swimming sports 
demonstrating both School and House spirit. It has been so great to see the 
students get involved in learning both in and outside of the classroom and I 
know 2019 is going to be a stellar year for the students at Patea Area School.

Finally, I have had a number of students and parents express concern over 
some of the messages they have been receiving online. When used correctly 
social media can be of great use, however, it can also cause great harm when 
used inappropriately. I have spoken to all of the senior students about this and 
have reinforced the importance of demonstrating the PRIDE values online as 
well as in the school. On the back of this newsletter there are some guidelines 
provided by netsafe for parents. This is a challenge all schools today face and 
if you have any questions regarding this please come and see me. 

Ngā mihi nui

James Davidson



Inquiry

This term our inquiry He Waka He Tangata (The Canoe is the 
People) got off to a good start with the whole school involved in a 
range of exciting activities including rope making, learning about 
waka building and Pacific navigation. Our students have been highly 
engaged in this inquiry topic.

Katrina Fraser

He Waka 
He Tangata



Enviro Trip

On Tuesday the 12th of February a small group of keen 
environmentalists and scientists travelled up to New Plymouth. We 
were invited to an introduction session with some marine biologists 
who run a program called “Project Hotspot”. We examined the 
penguin footprints at the beach near the boat ramps at Ngamotu 
Beach, then saw penguin burrows and hung out at the Marine 
Information Centre by Chaddy’s. After lunch, we headed to a behind 
the locked gates tour of the Port of Taranaki to spot seals. It was an 
incredible day and we are really grateful for the funding from Curious 
Minds, support from Karen Tapp and the security guys at the port. 

Kate Paris

Growing 
Good People



Marissa 
Clough

Staff Changes

Kia ora
I’m Marissa Clough the new teacher in the middle 
school. I teach the year 7 and 8’s as well as the 
year 9 and 10’s Sport class. I am wholeheartedly 
Taranaki born and bred, growing up in the rural 
sector. My biggest passion is everything sport 
and I also love the chance to get creative. I’m 
really looking forward to all our major school 
events this year (athletics, cross country, etc.). 
It’s also time to get the ball rolling for Saturday 
netball. I hope to have as many girls and boys 
involved as possible. I hope to meet all the 
wonderful friends and whanau of our kura in the 
near future.

Photo’s from a recent trip Miss Clough’s 
class took down to the river.



Time Class Time Class Time Class Time Class Time Class
11:20 - 12:20 Cancelled 2:00 - 3:00 AHA 11:50 - 12:40 JNR ALL 12:20 - 1:20 9/10 Sport 11:20 - 12:20 Cancelled
12:20 - 1:20 JNR 3-6 12:20 - 1:20 JNR ALL
 2:00 - 3:00 JNR 1-2, YR 9/10  2:00 - 3:00 7/8 ALL, YR 9/10 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Key Info

Swimming  Timetable

Canteen  Days
Currently the canteen is only open on Thursday and Friday. Students from years 7-13 can get a 
lunch pass to go to the Dairy. This needs to be collected from the office and signed by parents.

For Junior Students (1-6) They can order lunches through their teachers on Thursday and Friday. 
They simply bring a list of items with their name on it to their teacher in the morning with their 
money. Below is the menu available for them:

    American Hot-dog   $3.00
    BBQ Chicken Hot-dog  $3.00
    Hot Chips    $3.00
    Chicken Nuggets + Chips  $4.00
    Pizza     $4.00
    Fish Roll    $3.50
    Nachos    $4.50
    Texan Pork Riblet-Burger Roll  $3.50
    Toasted Sandwiches  $3.00
    (Ham+Cheese or Cheese+Onion)

    Chippies (snacks)   $1.50
    Flavoured Milk   $2.00
    Juice Box    $1.00
    Just Juice    $2.00
 
Please see Whaea Hirangi if you have any questions regarding this menu



Year 7-13 Swimming
Senior Swimming Sports Results 2019

Junior Girls
1  Orlagh Honeyfield
2  Michelle Hurley
3  Bethany Cowley
Junior Boys
1  Avarnt Rei-Rore
2  Jake Gibb
3  Ezahryn August
Intermediate Girls
1  Jah’Quasha Katene
2  Samara Cowley
3  Misty-Haze Waihape
Intermediate Boys
1  Tamihana Ratima
2  Traiyvaan Nui
3  =Kyahn Rore
  =Jahstin Eru-Werehi
  =Matthew Dixon
Senior Girls
1  Kahurangi Whakatutu
2  Te Anahera Maraki-Tamatea
3  Charlotte Stark
Senior Boys
1  Mason Kershaw
2  Daemon Ratima
3  Oliver Gibb
Relays:
Jnr:  Aotea
Intermediate:  Aotea
Whole school:  Carlyle

House points yet to be announced. Watch this space!



Swimming Sports

Year 1-3  Cluster   Swimming   Sports 
Summary of Patea Area Achievements at the Junior 
Cluster Swimming Sports held at Whenuakura School.

Year 1 Girls Competitive
2nd Overall: Stella Kanara

Year 1 Boys Competitive
2nd Overall:  =Winara Pehi
  =Ngarangi Tamatea-Sanson

Year 2 Boys Competitive
1st Overall:  Shiloh Eru-Werehi

Year 3 Boys Competitive
2nd Overall: Christian Pehi

Year 1 Girls Non-Competitive
3rd:   Anika Cowley

Year 1 Boys Non-Competitive
2nd:   Hekaiaha Packer-Leatherby
3rd:   Qwade Adams

Year 3 Boys Non-Competitive
2nd:   Malachi Kunaiti
3rd:   Tuhirangi Bryers

Overall Results
1st   Whenuakura School 
2nd   Kakaramea School 
3rd   Patea Area School 
4th   Waverley Primary School 
5th   Mokoia 

Well done to all the participants. Great Participation.



Each case of online bullying is different and each 
child will respond differently to being bullied. 
There’s no fool-proof way to tell if your child is 
being bullied online, but you can try asking them 
about it in a non-confrontational way.  

Tips if your child is being bullied online

Stay calm: Your child needs to be able to talk to you and 
know that you’ll be level headed, thoughtful and helpful in 
your response.

Evaluate the situation: It’s important to know exactly 
what’s going on before you can work out what to do next. Is 
it a few off-hand remarks, or is it something more serious?

Understand how your child is being affected:  
Every child is different, and behaviour that deeply affects 
one child may be water off a duck’s back to another. If your 
child is upset about a situation, let them know that you  
understand and it’s OK to be upset.

Don’t take away the technology: Taking away your 
child’s laptop or phone can alienate them from one of their 
most important support networks – their peers.

Teach your child how to use the features available on 
most social networking sites: Teach them how to block, 
unfollow and unfriend people. You should also show them 
how to report content on each of the platforms they use.

If you need help or advice about online bullying or 
another online safety topic contact Netsafe.

Our helpline is open seven days a week from 8am – 8pm 
Monday to Friday, and 9am – 5pm on weekends and public 
holidays.

  Call toll free from anywhere in NZ on  
 0508 NETSAFE (0508 638 723)

 Fill out an online report form netsafe.org.nz/report

 Email us help@netsafe.org.nz  

 

Did you know there’s a law  
to help?
The Harmful Digital Communications Act (the Act) is a New 
Zealand law made to help minimise the harm caused by 
online bullying, abuse and harassment. 

Netsafe runs a free and confidential service to help people 
being bullied, including letting them know what options are 
available to them under the Act.  

You may be able to get help under the Act if

1   Someone is posting or sending messages about  
 your child; and 

2   The posts or messages make your child feel very  
 upset; and

3   The posts or messages do any of these things

• Encourage your child to hurt themselves

• Share intimate images (leaked nudes and  
revenge porn)

• Encourage other people to send harmful messages  
to your child

• Contain content most people would think is  
very offensive

• Share sensitive, private or confidential information about 
your child without their permission

• Make a false allegation about your child

• Puts your child down because of their colour, race, ethnic 
or national origins, gender, religion, sexual orientation, or 
disability.

• Contain content that is indecent or obscene

• Threaten to hurt your child or damage your property

Netsafe has been chosen by the New Zealand government 
to help people with online bullying, harassment and abuse 
under the Harmful Digital Communications Act 2015. 

Find out more at netsafe.org.nz/HDC

Online bullying, abuse and 
harassment advice for families
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