
PATEA AREA SCHOOL
“Growing good people for a changing World”

February
2019
March
2019

PATEA
AREA SCHOOL
“Growing Good People for a Changing World”

Principal: James Davidson BFA, DipTchg

www.pateaarea.school



Deputy Principal (Acting)
Bruce Johnson
BoT ChairPerson
Janine Broughton
SENCO 
Hirangi Dobson

SLT (Acting)
Raveena Lal
SLT (Acting)
Mark Parsons

PO Box 83, Patea 4520
Kent St, Patea

Ph: (06) 273 8240
Email: pas@pateaarea.school.nz

2019 Senior Prefect Team

Jenneva Millar
Heremea Eru

Charlotte Stark

Kahurangi Whakatutu
Fernatiwhai Windelev-Wilson
Te Anahera Maraki-Tamatea

Kaena Anderson
Tasiah Marino
Rashuvit Lal



Principal’s Address
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The month of March has been a month of great 
joys and great sadness. As a school, we have all 
been deeply affected by the Christchurch tragedy.  
The way our students and staff have responded 
has filled me with pride, proving that even in the 
darkness there is hope.

In the wake of the tragedy our students have been 
finding different ways to express themselves. Some 
stunning examples can be found on this page.  This 
has been an opportunity for our newly announced 
prefect team to engage with the community.  During 
the Hawera memorial service they conducted 
themselves with poise and dignity. 

On Friday the 15th as the terrible news started to 
filter through on the radio I was on my way up to 
WOMAD to watch four of our students sing on stage 
as part of the opening ceremony. 100 students 
representing different schools around Taranaki 
stepped onto the stage and began to sing.  The 
song written by the students only days before had 
very moving lyrics “we are all different, but the same 
in unity.“ It was a very poignant moment, a powerful 
moment and a statement of who we are as a nation.

Not only has Patea found success on the stage, 
the wonderful students of Patea Area School have 
also proven an aptitude towards technology and 
innovation. Our year 5/6 Epro8 team used their 
mechanical know how to take 3rd place in the 
Taranaki final after winning the regional qualifier. 
What a fantastic achievement for our kura. I look 
forward to seeing what they come up with next year. 

Last week we held our senior school Athletics. It 
was a great opportunity for our students to show 
participation and excellence.  The highlights as 
always, were the house chants and the team 
relay’s. Not surprisingly the teacher’s team beat 
both Carlyle and Aotea. Better luck next year 
tamariki.

Our teachers have also been showing our PAS 
PRIDE values by taking their skills and knowledge 
to Tuvalu. As part of a UNESCO initiative, Matua 
Anaru and Whaea Katrina flew to the  tiny pacific 
island of Funafuti. They worked with the local 
teachers to help implement Positive Behavior 
strategies after corporal punishment was recently 
abolished. Based on the feedback given, the visit 
will greatly benefit the students and teachers of 
Tuvalu. 

If that wasn’t enough, whole day and half day 
courses have begun. We have students climbing 
mountains, writing code for robots and cooking 
feasts in the cooking room.  With so many 
experiences on offer its no wonder students love 
this aspect of their education at Patea Area School.

Finally, with the uncertainty we experience in the 
world, it gives me such hope that todays students 
will be tomorrows leaders. I can honestly say, that 
the students I meet on a daily basis fill me with pride 
and optimism. They are smart, funny, kind and most 
of all very human. It reminds me that “growing good 
people for a changing world” isn’t just some slogan. 
It’s a calling.

Nga mihi

James Davidson



Inquiry

He Waka He Tangata
As part of our term one inquiry, many of 
our students have been down to visit Aotea 
Utanganui, the museum of South Taranaki. Here 
they have been learning about local history and 
making links to our  topic for this term “He Waka 
He Tangata.” We are very lucky to have this 
resource here in Patea and as you can see from 
the photos on this page, our students just loved 
their visits.

Trixie Davidson

Kamiyah-Lee Jacobs 
Nunn and
Shiloh Eru-Werehi

Winara Pehi and Kylena Murphy-Marakai

Malachi Kunaiti, Kohatu Tamatea-Sanson and Anika 
Cowley



Success

Congratulations to our PAS 
Lab Rats who came third 
equal placing in the Taranaki 
EPro8 Challenge Grand 
Final on Wednesday. They  
against 11 other Year 5 & 
6 finalist teams, after being 
placed 1st in the regional 
competition at Manaia 
Primary School the previous  
Friday.
The team consisting of Te 
Whaiti Brown, Aden Wards, 
Miley Davidson and Madison 
Powell were focused and 
worked well as a team as 
they tackled the two and 
a half hour engineering, 
problem solving and 
innovation challenges. Well 
done PAS Lab Rats!EPRo8

RUGBY SEVENS
Patea Area School’s 
women’s rugby sevens 
competed in a six match 
event on Sunday and came 
away with 3 wins from 6 
matches. Under the burning 
hot sun at Yarrows stadium 
the girls played a series of 
hotly contested matches, 
often only having 5 minutes 
between games. The team 
displayed a lot of mana 
against teams with more 
experienced players. Well 
done team. 

Winara Pehi and Kylena Murphy-Marakai



Staff News

Hi my name is Candice Burgher. I will be joining 
Patea Area School in Term 2 as the Year 2/3 
Class Teacher.

I am originally from Oamaru and have spent the 
last 2 years teaching in London and seeing a bit 
of Europe. I enjoy being outdoors and spending 
time with family and friends. I’m really excited to 
be making the move to Taranaki and checking 
out everything it has to offer, as well as starting 
my teaching career in New Zealand with Patea 
Area School. I look forward to meeting you all 
soon.

Patea Area School is excited to announce 
Candice Burgher as our new year 2/3 teacher 
starting in term 2. We received a number of 
excellent applicants for the position which made 
our job very difficult. Ultimately, we were wowed 
by Candice’s enthusiasm and energy. Candice 
has been teaching in London for the past two 
years and came highly recommended. We are 
looking forward to her arrival and I know the 
students will love and appreciate Candice when 
she starts.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
Whaea  Emily and Whaea Hannah for all their 
efforts in the year 2/3 class this term. Their 
willingness to pitch in and support the school 
demonstrates the aroha and attitude that is 
overflowing in our community. 

Candice 
Burgher

Christian Pehi



Whole Day/Half Day

One of the Junior School Half Day course is 
called “The Nom Nom Chefs” where students 
learn about the cooking processes.  Usually they 
cook something that aligns with our inquiry topic 
but this week was directed by student voice 

In the Senior School Imani and Kyle enjoyed 
making pizza making at whole day course. Our 
students of all ages embrace these life skill 
lessons wholeheartedly. 

NOM NOM
Lake Rotokare
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Athletics
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Overall House Winner
Aotea 436 Points
Carlyle 368 Points

Relay Winners
Aotea

Chant Winner
Carlyle    

Junior Girls
1. Talitha Dixon
2. Orlagh Honeyfield
3. Michelle Hurley   

Junior Boys
1. Koen Wards
2. Ezahryn August
3. AJ Waata-Chapman

Intermediate Girls
1. JahQuasha Katene
2. Deijahna Wiki-Thompson
3. Misty Haze-Waihape
4.       
Intermediate Boys
1. Tamihana Ratima
2. Rashuvit Lal
3. Dante Moore-Potini

Senior Girls
1. Charlotte Stark
2. Te Anahera Maraki-Tamatea 
3. Samara Bradley-Smith

Senior Boys
1. Heremea Eru 
2. Mason Kershaw 
3. Jahvontye Bougen

Patea Area School SeniorS (Yr 7-13) 2019



WOMAD

Daemon, Te Rauhui, Misty and Tileah enjoyed 
the opportunity to attend a day long song writing 
workshop with artists from WOMAD.   The song they 
wrote was the opening number for WOMAD 2019.  
Students collaborated with other high school students 
to write a verse and the bridge to a song inspired by 
Taranaki, Family, Home and Future.  Students began 
by brainstorming ideas in small groups and then 
collaborating on giant sized pieces of paper. 
 
A highlight for me, as the representing teacher from 
our kura was when Te Rauhui stood at the whiteboard 
and lead the 45 strong group of students in their 
pronunciation and understanding of Te Reo Maori.  
The addition of Te Reo to the bridge was contributed 
by their own break out group.  

Misty was one of four selected singers to take on 
a solo role, a huge achievement considering the 
amount of talent in the room. The van rides to and 
from the event showed off all our students wonderful 
voices.  

The students wrote these words on the Wednesday 
and on opening night of WOMAD, amidst such 
sadness our students along with the others sang out 
the following words….

The bridge:
“We make our difference with our own words, 
Life isn’t perfect but we give it worth
You make the meaning of your own life

We are all different but the same in unity 
Hapaitia te ara tika pumau ai te rangatiratanga mo 
nga uri whakatipu.”
(Foster the pathway of knowledge to strength, 
independence and growth for future generations)

-Emily Davidson 



What’s on

29 March TSSSA Triathlon
2 April Science Roadshow, Wanganui
3 April TSSSA Rogaine
5 April Whole day/half day
6 April NZSS Wrestling Champs
8 April End of Term Assembly
9 April 2019 University of Otago Introduction visit
10 April School Photos
12 April Litter Project and Sustainable Coastlines

End of Term
25 April Anzac Day
29 April Start of Term 2En
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CANTEEN News
As of the 8th of April the school canteen will no 
longer be operational. The school would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Katie for her hard 
work and service. We are currently looking into 
alternatives and will update the community as 
soon as we can. 

School trustee elections are happening this year. 
Boards of trustees play an important role in our 
school communities creating a better future for 
our children.

Every three years state and state integrated 
school communities elect their parent and staff 
trustees to help govern their schools. Right 

now boards around the country are preparing to 
hold their 2019 triennial school board of trustee 
elections.

Details on how to get involved will be available 
soon. Please contact Celeste Ngarewa in the 
school office for more information

School 
Trustee

Elections



“Growing Good People for a Changing World”

As-Salaam-Alaikum
Peace be unto you

The Patea Area School Prefects laying flowers at the 
Hawera Memorial service.


